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Volume 1, Issue 6 

I cannot believe it! Is it the end of August already? I swear I only blinked. It has been a 
whirlwind these past few weeks and God is still pouring out his grace into our time of transi-
tion. I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ the giver of life and future.  
Jesus so famously said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) Jesus is talking with 
his disciples during the Passover celebration and he announced that a time of change was upon 
them. It was a scary thought to the followers of Jesus. I am certain they had many questions 
and feelings that welled up inside of them after hearing the news of their master leaving them. 
Jesus, though, in true Jesus fashion is the giver of hope. Jesus had spent the past three years 
mentoring, equipping, and empowering his disciples to take the next step. They may not have 
realized it but it was Jesus’s goal all along to send them out; that they perform the very work 
they had witnessed and shared in. Jesus knew what they were capable of and he knew that 
they needed to stand on the foundation of what they knew to be true. John’s Gospel is known 
as the Gospel of Light and the Gospel of Signs because it points to who Jesus is and what that 
means for the world. Our scripture tells us that Jesus asked the disciples to remain in Jerusalem 
after all of this took place until they were given the power and direction of the Holy Spirit. 

In order to do that change had to occur. Now the disciples found themselves in a    
liminal space. It is like standing in a doorway. When you stand in the in-between, you have 
moved out of the room you were in but have not entered the space where you are going.    
Liminal spaces are hard contexts to live through. When living in times of transition we want 
things to      become normal as quickly as possible. We want to rip off the band-aide and move 
forward. Covid-19 has created a liminal space for all of us. We are living in uncertainty and  
suspicion. In times such as these, the best way to lead is through clarity and truthfulness. We, 
like you, have more questions than answers. We, like you, are stressed with the possibilities of 
what could happen. We, like you, are tired but we remain vigilant and faithful to our work and 
we are   praying you are as well. 

 Your leaders at Grace are working hard to be as responsible as possible in this time. We are making hard decisions with as much 
reliable information as we can get but ultimately we are prayerfully discerning God’s will for us in this time. We are constructing a        
multi-phase reopening plan and will announce that soon. Your ministry leaders are working hard utilizing this opportunity to reenergize 
programming and some building ascetics for when we are able to go full-throttle in our youth, young adult and adult ministries. We are 
moving forward with new technology features for worship with our new Church Online platform for live streaming                                    
(https://mygracechurch.online.church/) that will promote our community and offer an opportunity for people to chat, have access to 
Bible translations, and request live prayer during the service. We are leaning in to online giving opportunities through our website, new 
church app, and on our livestream.   

We are hoping to be back in full swing soon. Unfortunately, masks are probably going to be present for a good amount of time. 
We will not be offering things that can be passed around between persons. We will continue to fast from Holy Communion until we our 
Bishop declares otherwise. We ask for grace and Christian love as we navigate this liminal time. Until we gain certainty, we will clearly 
articulate what we are doing here at Grace Church. Do not be afraid to ask questions but remember we are doing our best for all people 
on all sides of this issue. The truth we may not have the answer yet. We will cling to the example of Christ, the truth of his name, and the 
life everlasting life he provides. God’s richest blessings to you all. 

Pastor Todd Christine                                       

https://mygracechurch.online.church/


 
 
 

We will continue this month with 

Part 2 of our list of questions from 

the Defenders Of The Faith e-mail archives.  Did you 

do well with the questions from Part 1?   Enjoy the 

questions on this page, and if you would like to have 

any or all of the answers, send an e-mail to bri-

anjodi@comcast.net  We will list several more 

questions next month.    

 

1-1 Corinthians 15:3-7 is known as a Pre-Pauline 

_________ (one word), and it is widely recognized by 

New Testament scholars as a statement of belief that 

was formed long before Paul quoted it.  If so, it repre-

sents the earliest historical account of Jesus’ resurrec-

tion, and goes back to the eyewitnesses them-

selves.  Even skeptical Biblical scholars acknowledge 

this. 

 

2-The New Testament account of Jesus sweating 

drops of blood while praying in the Garden of Geth-

semane (Luke 22:44) is a rare medical condition 

called: 

 A-Rosacea   B-(Pericardial) effusion   C-Pigmentary 

cellulitis   D-Hematidrosis   E-Sersanguinous adeno-

matosis 

 

3-Samson (Judges 13-16) slayed 1,000 Philistines with 

the jawbone of a donkey.  Prior to this, Shamgar deliv-

ered Israel by striking down 600 Philistines with 

________________ 

 

4-According to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints (Mormons), Jesus had to compete with 

________________ over who would be the savior of 

the world. 

 

5-What is the hypostatic union? (hint: Jesus) 

 

6-Biblical manuscripts are dated essentially by 

______________ analysis.  (hint: not radiometric da-

ting, e.g. carbon-14 dating) 

 

7-In John 19:34, medically why did a sudden flow of 

blood AND water come from the side of Jesus after 

one of the Roman soldiers pierced him with a spear? 

 

8-Although the authorship is uncertain, according to 

ancient Jewish tradition, it is most likely 

that   ______________ wrote the book of Judges. 

 

9-The shortest verse in the Bible is John 11:35 (2 

words: “Jesus wept.”)  What is the longest verse in the 

Bible in English translations? 

 

10-Who is also known as “the weeping prophet?” 

 

11-What are the original manuscripts of the books of 

the Bible called? 

 

12-Name at least two forms of writing materials used 

to make (Biblical) manuscripts prior to the printing 

press (1455). 

 

13-The first complete Bible to be printed in English 

was The ____________________ Bible in  

 

1-Coverdale   2-Matthew’s   3-Great   4-Geneva    

5-Bishops 

 

14-What book in the New Testament has often been 

called the “Proverbs of the New Testament” for its 

practical wisdom for everyday life? 

 

15-What is the most populous Muslim country in the 

world, composing 13 percent of the world’s Muslim 

population? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Defenders of the Faith 

“Questions of the Month 

Part 2” 

mailto:brianjodi@comcast.net
mailto:brianjodi@comcast.net
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9-1 Kenwood Cromer 

 Karen Little 

9-2 Logan Misner 

9-4 Tina Brillhart 

9-6 Jonas Cue 

9-7 Lori Brillhart 

9-9 Anthony Adkins 

 Robert Beard 

 George Dement 

9-10 Connor Miller 

9-11 Judy Davis 

 Jim Hoffman 

9-12 Sheila Bollinger 

 Byron Ginter 

9-16 Brad Brashears 

 Joseph Catlin 

 Betty Hicks 

9-17 Kimberly  

 Birgensmith 

 Kevin O’Brien 

9-18 Kathryn O’Brien 

9-22 Brandi Rebert 

9-26 John Brown 

 Diana Gately 

 Mike Kaltreider 

 Monica Misner 

9-28 Teryn Birgensmith 

9-29 Karen Coons 

 Kyle Dillon 

 

 

A video copy of our 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Service will be 

available weekly on 

a USB stick or DVD 

format.  Contact 

Sheila Carter. (note: 

this will replace our 

Zoom of the 9:00)

a.m.)  

Thank you to everyone 

who came out for our 

June Blood Drive. 

Attention all Stitcher’s 

The Sunshine Stitcher’s has moved one of 

their meeting days to accommodate others 

schedules.  They are still meeting on the first 

Monday of the month and will now be 

meeting on the third Saturday of each 

month.  Both days are from 10:00am - 

12:00pm.  If you are interested in attending 

please contact Martha Knochel or the church 

office. 
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NEWS FROM THE RED BIRD MISSION TEAM  

This year’s trip to Red Bird would have been our seventh year of sending a team to the work camp to serve the 

people of the Appalachian Mountain area of Kentucky. Unfortunately, we had to cancel our Oct. trip due to the 

COVID-19 restrictions. We continue to support Red Bird Mission with our monetary gifts and the various items   

collected in the past months including the towel drive. We currently have nearly a van load of items which we      

hope to drive down later in Sept. after Red Bird fully opens. We thank all for your past and current support of this 

mission outreach.                                               

 Red Bird has been partially operating with no volunteers, just the permanent staff and Covid-19 has been causing 

an increasing need for community aid. With their food bank and other supplies running low, help was provided by 

the General Church as reported in the article below.                                                                               

Red Bird E-Notes 8/2020 

The General Board of Global Ministries COVID-19 Rapid Response Grant has been a blessing in such uncer-

tain times. Red Bird Mission and Clinic were able to quickly respond to the growing need in the community. The 

ability to access food, clean water and maintain health in the home is critical in our mission to provide opportunities 

for each person to thrive. The numbers below reflect additional services above and beyond normal community aid 

provided for the rural community in three counties: Bell, Clay, and Lesli 

Red Bird Mission Community Outreach 

2,296 People Served Meals 

503 People for the Emergency Food Pantry 

203 Received Mileage Assistance 

165 Qualified for Water Filters 

96 Accessed the Baby Pantry 

Red Bird Mission Clinic 

13 Staff Received Isolation Gowns for In-Home Care  

86 People Obtained Thermometers 

UMCOR quickly responded to the great need for supplementing our normal ministries. Together we have kept  
families fed and safe during this unprecedented time of need. 
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The Bookworm 
 
Grace library has been given Max Lu-
cado’s And the Angels Were Silent. 
Those of you who enjoy his research 
will find this book sharing the heart 
of Christ and adding our contempo-
rary timeline. The 27 chapters tackle 
ugly religion to remembering the 
walk. As you see Him and Him only 
Max speaks clearly as is his manner.  
 
And God Came In written by Lyle 
Dorsett’s biography of Joy Davidman 
who was the wife of C. S. Lewis. This 
is a compelling account of their lives 
apart and their life together of faith 
and love. The intellect and sharpness 
of this lady had proven invaluable to 
C. S. Lewis’ life and writings. Hear of 
the woman behind the man! 
 
Welcome back from The Bookworm! 

New Study with  
Linda Mohr 

 
You Can Understand the Book of 
Revelation by Skip Heitzig which 

started Tuesday, August 25 at 9:30 
a.m. in the multipurpose room 

Any questions contact Linda Mohr 
717-479-3166.  
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PATH 

Please Visit Our 
Church Website for 
the Path Calendar. 

Children’s Nursery and Chil-
dren’s Sunday School will reo-

pen on September 13th. 

Calling all Volunteers!!! 

Our program is in dire need of 
your help!  We need nursery 
and Sunday School volun-
teers.  Please contact Mere-
dith Howard directly at (917)
664-7222. 

   Path enjoying a day together Kayaking. 
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