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Lent, we have come around again to that special time of 
our Christian calendar. Historically, Lent is a time when 
we give something up in our lives. Maybe we give up so-
da, sweets, sugar, or some other vice. And as someone 
who could certainly benefit from giving up some of 
those things, if that is something you want to try, may 
God bless your Lenten journey. 
 However, I want to issue another challenge for the 
people of Grace Church this Lenten season. This season 
is about the life-giving and life-changing power of Jesus 
Christ. We remember that the reason we are more than 
just ash is because Jesus walked among us, died on a 
cross, and vanquished death by rising from the grave on 
Easter. 
 Here is the challenge.  How will your life be 
changed during this Lenten season? Moreover, how 
will your life be transformed? Rather than simply 
giving up something for this period of time, allow is 
to be a time of transformation. Focus on something 
in your life that needs to be redeemed, brought 
closer to Christ, and transformed. Note where you 
are at the beginning of Lent. Then, through prayer, 
study, fasting, and focus, note where the Spirit 
leads you throughout this season.  
 May the Grace of Christ fill you in this sea-
son. May it transform you, cleanse you, and renew 
you. In his name! 
 

- Pastor Steve 
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Defenders Of The Faith  

 “New Spirituality/New Age Movement” 

 Part 2 

This month we will list and explain seven 

core beliefs that are part of New            Spir-

ituality.   

1-All is God, God is all” – Everything that exists is God.  This belief 

is called ‘pantheism.”  Individuality is an illusion.  All that exists is 

interrelated and interdependent.  There is no separation or real dif-

ference between humans, animals, plants and sand.   Pantheism is 

the belief that the oneness is God.  God is a form of divine con-

sciousness or energy that is one and the same with the universe 

(think of the movies Avatar and the Star Wars series).  In Christiani-

ty (a theistic worldview), God is distinct from His creation though 

He interacts with it, without being part of it. He is the Creator not 

the creation.  Biblical theism is incompatible with pantheism (See 

Genesis 1:1, John 1:3, Colossians 1:16-17).  In following “All is 

God, God is all” to the next step, we come the second core belief of 

New Spirituality. 

2-You are God!  (Belief in human deity) – “you will be like 

God” (Genesis 3:5) - We are all divine.  We just need to achieve 

“higher consciousness’ to fully realize it just like Jesus did (more on 

this later)!  “Christ consciousness” in New Spirituality is defined as 

the ‘awakening’ Jesus had when He finally realized His own divinity 

and connection with the universe.  Once we recognize the divinity in 

ourselves, we can shed things like human depravity and sin and real-

ize how wonderful we are!  This sounds great!  The focus is on 

yourself.  There is no need to seek for something or someone outside 

yourself.  It is already inside of you!  You are enough.  Salvation 

comes from you alone, and if you are God, that makes perfect sense 

if you go down this heretical path!  However, as Christians, we 

know that humans are ungodly.  (See Romans 5:6 and Mark 7:21-

23). 

3-The Need for a Changed Consciousness – “your eyes will be 

opened” (Genesis 3:5) - This belief holds that salvation from sin and 

the coming judgment is unnecessary because we have forgotten our 

divine nature.  Spiritual amnesia has made us ignorant of our divini-

ty.  A change of consciousness will allow us to discover our divinity 

and achieve our true human potential.  There are several practices 

and techniques that enable humans to achieve that self-realization of 

your divinity.  A few are: 

     ---meditation (seeking an altered state of consciousness that is 

inside of you, as defined in New Spirituality):  Transcendental Medi-

tation and mindfulness are two common types of meditation within 

New Spirituality, and it is important to understand that they focus on 

the self, not meditating on God’s Word.   

     ---yoga: rooted in Hinduism.  The postures, breathing and chant-

ing were originally designed to bring a sense of divine oneness with 

the Hindu god Brahman, not to bring better physical health and well-

being to a person.  With that said, some of the stretches that yoga 

uses to help you have a more limber body are not sinful; they can be 

physically helpful.  The danger in yoga classes is not the stretching, 

but with the teaching that often accompanies it.   

     ---crystals (reservoirs of energy for purification), channeling 

(contacting spirit guides), and visiting psychics and astrologers. 

The New Spirituality claim that we need to perform these practices 

to remind us that we are divine is a good enough reason to reject the 

worldview.  What kind of god forgets he is God?  Also, many of the 

practices used in New Spirituality are condemned in Scripture.  (See 

Leviticus 19:31, 20:6, and Deuteronomy 18:10-11). 

4-The Belief in Religious Pluralism – The world’s religions are just 

different ways of putting us into contact with ‘ultimate reality.’  All 

religions teach basically the same thing.  Many adherents of New 

Spirituality visualize the religions of the world to be a mountain with 

many paths leading up the summit.  There is no one correct path up 

the mountain, as all are true.  What is on the summit of the mountain 

for New Spirituality?  It is not the Biblical God, but enlightenment, 

which is the realization of their divinity followed by a cycle of life, 

death and reincarnation.  However, there is only one Way (John 14:6 

and Acts 4:12).   

5-The Belief in Reincarnation – “You will not surely die” (Genesis 

3:4) - upon death, a person’s soul is reborn or migrates into another 

living creature, and the cycle repeats itself.  According to a Pew 

Research survey done in 2018, 33% of Americans believe in reincar-

nation, which is unbiblical and untrue (Hebrews 9:27).   

6-The Belief in Moral Relativism – “Did God really 

say…?” (Genesis 3:1) - A common New Spirituality belief is that 

there are no objective or real moral laws that govern all humans.  

Morality is only personal and subjective.  According to the New 

Spirituality view that we are all God (pantheism), then how can God 

do anything wrong?  Those holding to this view can strive and do 

live decent and kind lives like anyone else, but there is no basis or 

foundation for them to justify something as truly wrong or evil ac-

cording to their worldview, because everything being done on earth 

is being done by God himself!  The Bible teaches that there are ob-

jective moral laws that are always binding for all people.   

7-The Belief in a Coming “New Age’ – The human race is progress-

ing towards a ‘new age’ of peace and prosperity.  This is where New 

Spirituality (New Age Movement) gets its name.  They believe that 

this ‘new age’ will begin when more humans realize their divinity.  

According to the belief, human ignorance is hindering the move-

ment.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aiding sources and recommendations: 

1-Christian Answers for the New Age-Marcia Montenegro 

(christiananswersforthenewage.org) 

2-Mama Bear Apologetics-Alisa Childers 

(mamabearapologetics.com) 

3-Always Be Ready Apologetics Ministry-Charlie Campbell: 

The New Spirituality (alwaysbeready.com) 



03-01 Jon Becker, Ryan Miller 

03-02 Margaret Brown, Darryl Grubb 

03-03 Tyler Jarvis, Brett Miller 

03-04 William Harrison 

03-05 Susan Cromer, Leroy Dehoff 

03-07 Steve Salisbury, Benjamin  

               Sullivan 

03-08 Erin Rabenstine 

03-09 Susan Marsh, Thomas Martin 

03-11 Bobbi McFalls, Logan Miller, 

               Donald Pritchard 

03-12 Phil Hunt 

03-14 Dorothy Johns 

03-15 Eric Dubbs, Stanley Ferree,  

               Larry Reed 

03-16 April Gross, Duane Myers,  

               Susan Paul, John Spangler 

03-17 Amelia Bulson, Jeremy Cruys,  

 Lauren Howard 

03-18 Joshua Downey, Hunter Holtz,  

 Linda Moore 

03-19 Evan Johnston, Krystal Martin 

03-20 Dalton Koch, Larry Kuntz 

 Josh Masenheimer 

03-21 Bryce Laughman 

03-22 Brett Berwager, Jeremy Warner 

03-26 Chloe Carroll 

03-28 Phillip Dehoff, Robert Holtz 

 Larry Kline 

03-29 Barbara Shorb 

03-30 Betty Coney, Joshua Ginter 

03-31 Jill Dillon 
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    We would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to our won-
derful church family for the all the prayers, gifts, food, and 
wonderful baby  shower that we have received from you in  
expectation of our new baby. He may not be here yet, but 
this little guy is already surrounded by so much love, and we 
cannot express in words how much that means to us. You 
have made us feel truly blessed.  
                           In Christ,  
 
             Pastor Steve, Heather, Johanna,  
             Bianca  & Lydia 
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“Once Upon a Parable” 
 

Throughout our Lenten season, 
we will be exploring the para-
bles. Jesus often told stories to 
help us understand more about 
the Kingdom of God. Some-
times these stories were pretty 
straight forward. Other times, 
they were quite confusing. To-
gether, we will explore many of 
the stories Jesus told, asking 
how they can transform our 
own lives, so that we might 
build the Kingdom of God here 
and now. 

Scholarship Awards 

High School Seniors who have been accepted into an Institution of Higher Education, and are a member of 

Grace United Methodist Church, are eligible to apply for a Scholarship Award. 

Applications must be received by the Scholarship Committee on or before June 15, 2020. The announce-

ment of Scholarships will be made so that funds can be distributed in time for the coming school year. Con-

tact the Church Office for an application form. 

Grace United Methodist Church’s scholarship fund is supported by 5% of the proceeds from the grocery 

card sales. 



Give Your Heart to God-

Donate your life giving 

blood at Grace for the 

American Red Cross 

On Saturday, February 8th the 

American Red Cross collected 30 

units of blood at the GUMC blood 

drive.  The blood drive team would 

like to thank everyone for their 

support.  Through our efforts 90 

lives will be impacted.   

We have two more drives sched-

uled for 2020.  Our next blood 

drive will be Saturday June 27th 

from 8am until 1pm.  This will be 

followed October 24th with our last 

drive for the year. 
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Whose house is this?       

This is Martha’s house. She is an elderly     
widow living alone in one of the many hollers 
among the Appalachia mountains of           
Kentucky. She is the resident that was the 
main focus of our most recent Red Bird      
Mission trip. Like to know more? Mark your 
calendars and plan to attend a presentation 
on Sunday night Mar. 29th. at 6:30 PM. Our 
Red Bird Work Campers will show pictures, 
explain our project, provide refreshments, 
and even some entertainment.     
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PATH CALENDAR 

1st - Meeting 6 - 8 pm 

6th - 8th - RVR Retreat 

15th - Meeting 6 - 8 pm 

18th & 19th - Rummage 

Sale Set up @ 6:00 pm 

20th & 21st - Rummage Sale 

Weekend 

22nd - No meeting 

29th - Study Session #1 6 - 8 

pm 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

We need your help! If you 
would like to join the 
team, please contact Mer-
edith   Howard. We're 
looking for Sunday school 
teachers for   Feb - Mar 
and Nursery Volunteers 
starting in Feb.  You can 
call Meredith directly at 
917-664-7222. 
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World Day of Prayer - save the date 

Friday, March 6th @ 1:30pm 

T h e  B o o k w o r m 

We have two books by Priscilla Shirer in our library for your 
readings, the Prince Warriors 2 and the sequel 3. They are 
part of a trilogy of mysterious encounters of creatures and 
evil weapons. With new pieces of armor and empowerment 
they battle the deadly threat of the enemy. Priscilla has 
dreamed up these fictional stories about the very un-fictional 
topic of spiritual warfare. Needed are a new generation of 
Prince Warriors from all of us. Our secret is Jesus Christ! 
 

Dr. Jeremiah also confronts The Spiritual Warfare Answer 
Book as does Priscilla Shirer in the writing above. We are in    
a battle every day with this enemy. Answers to your          
questions about protecting yourself against Satan’s          
attacks are addressed here. This question and answer         
approach shows  Satan’s choreographic difficulties inflicted 
on us, not to just cause pain but to destroy our trust in God. 
Put on the armor and stand firm!  

Take Courage, 

The Bookworm 

Graceful Reads 
Our book list until June is as follows, as soon as 

we have dates we will have them posted. 

March - The Prayer Box by Lisa Wingate 

   April - The Masterpiece by Francine     

 Rivers 

  May  - The Ministry of Ordinary Places 

 by Shannon Martin 

 June  -  He Speaks to Me: Preparing to 

 Hear from God by Priscilla 

 Shirer 

I am looking forward to seeing what 2020 has 

in store for Graceful Reads and am looking for-

ward to see where our book journey takes us! 

Both men and women and all ages are wel-

come to join. If you need a ride please reach 

out, I am more than happy to pick you up!  Let 

me know if you have any suggestions or ques-

tions! 

      Blessings, 

       Amanda Myers 

 awmalw6808@gmail.com,Cell: 717-858-2548 , 

Home 717-630-9432 
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Do not turn to the right 

nor to the left; Turn your 

foot from evil. 

- Proverbs 4:27 

mailto:awmalw6808@gmail.com


Betty Coney 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 29  

@ 12:00 PM 

(no gifts please) 

Mother/Daughter Tea 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 16th 

  HANOVER MOVIES 16 

 

 

SHOWTIMES FOR TUESDAY, 

APRIL 7TH, 2020 

ADMISSION 

Matinee - $7.00 

Adult - $9.00 

Child (11 and under) / Senior 

(60+) - $7.00 

Active Military & Dependents - 

$7.50 

Student - $8.00 
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Women of Grace 

Mt. Asbury Retreat 

September 11-13th 


