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Great is Thy Faithfulness. During this time of quarantine, we have 
seen God continue to be faithful in our lives. Indeed, God will always be 
faithful to us. However, I wanted to take an opportunity this month to talk 
about the faithfulness of God’s people. In the face of this crisis, your faith-
fulness has been amazing to witness, and I want to truly thank you. 

You have been incredibly faithful in your care for others and for 
one another. We have had people come through the drive-thru prayer 
time and simply ask, “What does the church need?” or “What can I do?” or 
“Who can I help?”. We have had people calling and checking in on other 
church members and people in our community. There have been people 
giving especially to those who have been hit hardest by this crisis. I want to 
thank you all for your faithfulness in living out Christ’s call to mission, even 
in this difficult time. 

Your faithfulness has also been shown through your generosity. At 
the beginning of this lockdown, our church leadership did not know what 
to expect. We were hoping to not have to lay off church staff, cease our 
commitments to missional giving, or go into debt as a result of this quaran-
tine. Because of your continued generosity, none of those things have 
come to pass. We have been able to continue to pay all of our staff, as they  

find new and creative ways to be in ministry in this mo-
ment. We have continued to honor our missional com-
mitments. The ministry of Grace Church continues be-
cause your giving has allowed it to do so. We thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for your continued faith-
fulness in supporting the ministry of this church. 
Grace Church, continue to be faithful, because God will 

continue to be faithful to you. This virus has done many 

terrible things, but it has also brought out the best in the 

people of God. Continue to be disciples, continue to care 

for one another, and continue to have faith. 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Steve 



  

 

If someone asked you this question, 

“What do you think about same-sex mar-

riage and homosexuality?” what would be 

your response?  Would you have one?  

Why would you answer that way?  Since the 1960’s, and es-

pecially over the last decade, this has been a growing ques-

tion, but now the reality is the subject has become increasing-

ly celebrated in the culture and has entered into the church.  

What is the answer to the question and why?  This hot-button 

topic and question must be answered with clarity and charity.  

Although there are governmental reasons for monogamous 

heterosexual marriage (e.g. perpetuate and stabilize society) 

and biological reasons (e.g. health and disease), we will go 

over the theological reasons that determine our answer.  As 

followers of Jesus Christ (the “Who” of our faith), the “what” 

of our faith is the Bible.  The Holy Scriptures of the Old and 

New Testament are the final and eternally unchanging (Jude 

3) and authoritative words of the Triune God speaking to us.  

What does He say regarding the question?   

We need to “stand firm in the faith” (1 Corinthians 16:13) and 

speak with compassion on all things.  Jesus modeled and is 

the perfect balance of full grace AND truth (John 1:14).  The 

complete Gospel is grace AND truth.  The sinful fact is that 

people will listen to those in authority and others who say 

what they want to hear and believe (2 Timothy 4:3-4).  Paul 

warns us not to associate with people who claim to be Chris-

tian, but openly and unrepentantly engage in sexual immorali-

ty, but not non-Christians (1 Corinthians 5:9-11).  Why did he 

say that about professed Christians?  Sin left unchecked with-

in the body of believers quickly spreads to those around them.  

Paul is writing that those who claim to be Christian yet still 

overtly and unashamedly engage in sexual sin negatively in-

fluence believers (1 Corinthians 5:6-7).   

Did God design us to live a certain way?  Did He design an 

objective purpose for marriage?  Yes, God invented and de-

signed marriage.  God tells us of His macro-view creation 

design summary in Genesis 1:27, and His micro-view rela-

tional summary in Genesis 2:24.  In Matthew 19:4-6 and in 

Mark 10:6-9, Jesus reaffirms and sums up God’s design from 

the beginning as one man with one woman becoming one 

flesh for one lifetime.    

All scripture is authorized by God to teach, sharply disap-

prove and criticize, correct and train (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  Be 

on guard not to be deceived by the culture and those in the 

church that have adopted the culture (Colossians 2:8-10).  The 

Mosaic Law prohibits homosexual behavior (Leviticus 18:22 

and Leviticus 20:13) but does not address same-sex attraction 

or orientation.  Paul reaffirmed the moral prohibition in the 

New Covenant (1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and 1 Timothy 1:8-11).  

In Romans 1:24-27, which includes men and women, Paul 

writes in the clearest terms what is taught throughout Scrip-

ture.  Homosexual behavior, in all forms, is a distortion and 

rejection of God’s purpose and design, and openly sacralizing 

same-sex marriage would celebrate homosexual behavior.  It 

is a sin.   

If one claims to be a Christian, then Jesus is their Lord and 

the Bible is their absolute authority.  Our identity is not in our 

sexuality, but in Jesus Christ; however, we are to adhere to 

the Biblical view of sexuality.  Jesus preached an objective 

sexual morality that was (and still is) offensive to humans.  

No person is excluded.  Returning to the question, “What do 

you think about same-sex marriage and homosexuality?”  

Well, as a follower of Christ, my view on marriage is the 

same as Jesus’ view which He reaffirmed and made clear in 

Matthew 19 and Mark 10 as one man, with one woman, be-

coming one flesh, for one lifetime.  On the definition of mar-

riage, I stand with Jesus.    

What are some clichés that followers of Jesus Christ need to 

stop saying about homosexuality?  Here are three that are un-

productive, unsubstantiated and uncharitable: 

1- “Homosexuality is a choice” – Although scientific studies 

have not shown that homosexuality is genetically hard-wired 

(born that way), same-sex attraction by and large is not a 

choice, the behavior is. 

2- “God made Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve” – This is 

a worn-out and corny phrase 

3- “Love the sinner, but hate the sin” – This sounds crass, and 

the word heard loudest is “hate.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aiding sources and recommendations: 

1-The Ambassador’s Guide to Understanding Homosexuality 

(2016) – Alan Shlemon (Stand to Reason) 

2-A Change of Affection (A Gay Man’s Incredible Story of Re-

demption) – Becket Cook (2019) 

3-Changed (#OnceGay Stories) book (2019) …. but such were 

some of you (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

4-Can You Be Gay and Christian? (Responding with Love and 

Truth to Questions About Homosexuality) – Michael Brown, 

PhD (2014) 

Defenders of the Faith 

“Same Sex Marriage & Homosexuality” 



05-01    Patricia Martin 

05-02 April Myers 

 Jenny  Puente 

05-03 Christine Holtz 

05-05 George Small 

 Cory Smiley 

05-07 Chester McCormick 

05-09 Marian Hartman 

 Aaron Pecher 

05-10 Tonya Emig 

 Chris Hnatkowicz 

05-11 Johanna Salisbury 

05-13 Robert Dillon 

 Janet Ginter 

 Shaylyn Miller 

05-15 Aaron Catlin 

05-16 Leah Myers 

 Christopher Reck 

05-17 Riley DeCoursey 

05-18 Chad Pritchard 

 Catherine Snyder 

05-18 Jennifer Zack 

05-19 Elaina Miller  

05-20 Ron Cruys 

 Scott Fidler 

 Peggy Garrett 

05-21 Grant Howard 

 Jill Masenheimer 

05-23 Karen Misner 

05-24 Tracy Amoss 

 Joshua Myers 

05-26 Jane Alwine 

 Rachel Dubbs 

 Owen Loper 

05-27 Ed Knochel 

05-28 Kathy Bredbenner 

 Mark Coons 

 Debra Kuntz 

05-29 Tanner Koch 

05-30 Mark Parker 

05-31 Chloe Miller 
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Acknowledging Our First Responders 

The positive response for the outreach of sandwiches was 

wonderful.  According to Keith Garrett, the date for delivery 

had to be rescheduled.  More details will come later.  In an 

effort to help share His blessings now, we had enough dona-

tions to also deliver pizza to those same people in Hanover 

this week.   

Enjoy the pictures, keep praying and living in His grace.  Be 

safe!! 

Zoom by Phone for Sunday Service 

646-558-8656 
I.D.865-4258-5731 

If you are unable to live stream our 11:00 Service, this number will al-
low you to listen to the sermon by phone.  For more information please 

contact Sheila Carter, (717)633-7688. 
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Garden of Grace is gearing up for its second season. This year we are collaborating with By His Hands Food Bank to 

stock their shelves with fresh produce for the first time. We will also continue to provide a produce stand at the Han-

over YWCA for their low-income families. The Garden would enjoy having as many volunteers as possible. So, you 

ask, how can I help? Here is a list of ways to serve:  

1. Plant! On Sunday May 17th at 12pm, come to the garden to plant one, two, or a whole row of produce 

 Rain date: Tuesday May 19th at 5pm 

2.    Sign up to be a “produce runner.” This involves taking produce to our two locations, weekly 

3.    Get your hands in the dirt and tend to the needs of the garden as it grows 

4.    Donate produce from your own personal gardens 

5 .   Monetary donation for supplies 

6.    Donate an outdoor table umbrella   

7.    Skilled canners can donate their time in the kitchen  

8.    Share your recipes using garden produce 

Please contact Karl Thompson, 717-634-0249, to let him know how you would like to help. We are looking forward 

to making this be a “fruitful” season!  
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Helping the Homeless 

A group of men and women, predominantly from 

Grace United Methodist, recently completed a 

project at the Council of Churches for the Home-

less Shelter.  The Shelter needed more space and 

shelves for personal and family items to help cli-

ents in this program move into a new part of their 

life.  We were able to build a room, hang a clothes 

rack, and build/install shelf units for needed 

items.  Thank you all, for the donations of time, 

money, materials, effort and (most of all) prayers 

in this project. 

Beginnings of the Bazaar 
 
Hello crafters,  
My name is Jennifer Conway and I’ve been asked 
to take charge of the bazaar this year with an 
assistant Barb Ziegler. We hope everyone is safe 
and doing well. I just wanted to remind everyone 
that I hope you’re crafting for the bazaar on your 
own. Since we can’t meet up for the bazaar 
workshops right now. I hope this is an answer for 
everyone’s boredom as we are all missing our 
family and friends I know this won’t fill the void 
but it shall keep us busy. A time to tear apart and 
a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a 
time to speak Ecclesiastes 3:7 Thank you for your 
time, Jen Conway . 
 

 

Our next blood drive will be Saturday, 

June 27th.  Please contact Belinda Max-

well or the church office to sign up.    
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PATH 

We will be meeting 
via Zoom every Sun-
day from 6 - 8 PM.  

Please contact Keith 
or Janice for the link.  

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 

  Children's Sunday School will be held virtually via 
 Zoom every  Sunday   at 10:30am until we can re
 turn to church.  Please con tact Meredith Howard f
 or the Zoom log in. 

  If you would like to volunteer to lead a virtual Sunday 
 School  message, please contact Meredith Howard. 

  Our next VBS planning meeting will be held May 13 @ 
 6:30pm via Zoom.  Please see Meredith for the log in. 

Here is a list of items that need donated.  If 
you would like to donate, please drop off sup-
plies in church lobby during office hours. 

 large pieces of fabric or flat bed sheets 

 baskets - large and small for decorating 
purposes 

 pool noodles 

 foam board for decorating purposes 

 card stock 

 variety of twine, cording, ribbon, yarn, 
cloth strips for crafting 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020 

Wilderness Escape 

July 13-17, 2020 6:00-8:00pm 

We will keep VBS on the calendar until we 
are told otherwise by the state. 
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 The Bookworm 

 

Since we are not able to use our church library at 
the present time I am suggesting we read Luke  
12:22-34, even as a family for your devotions. Many 
are concerned about this virus and it’s impact on 
our lives but the Word says to be assured that our 
Father is watching over us.  
Another thought is to memorize scripture as you 
find yourself wondering what to do with your time. 
A great starting place would perhaps be Jeremiah 
29:11. “For I know the plans I have for you; plans to 
prosper you and not harm you; plans to give you 
hope and a future.” 
May God continue to bless you, 
The Bookworm 

Graceful Reads 
Our book list until June is as follows, as soon 

as we have dates we will have them posted. 

      June  -  He Speaks to Me: Prepar-

ing to Hear from God by Priscilla 

Shirer 

I am looking forward to seeing what 2020 

has in store for Graceful Reads and am look-

ing forward to see where our book journey 

takes us! 

Both men and women and all ages are wel-

come to join. If you need a ride please reach 

out, I am more than happy to pick you 

up!  Let me know if you have any sugges-

tions or questions! 

      Blessings, 

       Amanda Myers 

 awmalw6808@gmail.com, 

Cell 717-858-2548 , Home 717-630-9432 
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Defenders of the Faith 

 

Hello everyone!  The Grace Defenders of the Faith 
class will have a weekly on-line zoom video study 
“How to Interpret Your Bible” that will be from 6:30-
8 pm on Tuesdays starting May 5th. You do not need 
to have a zoom account and will be e-mailed a zoom 
invite for each session. Contact Brian Jenkins at bri-
anjodi@comcast.net if you would like to participate.  

Women at the Well  

Our next study will be, We Saved 

You a Seat. Date is to be deter-

mined.  If you are interested in 

joining us please contact Sarah 

Thompson, sala1113@hotmail.com.  

mailto:awmalw6808@gmail.com
mailto:brianjodi@comcast.net
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